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Lead Social Worker

The Jefferson County Public Defender’s Community Law Office (CLO) seeks a
zealous and dedicated individual to serve as the Lead Social Worker in the
Birmingham Division. All CLO employees provide high quality representation to
indigent defendants. Social workers are an integral part of interdisciplinary teams
of advocates working collaboratively to provide high quality, holistic representation
to indigent clients in the Criminal and Family Courts of Jefferson County, Alabama.
Strategizing with lawyers and other advocates, social workers assist clients with
those issues leading them to have contacts with the Criminal Justice system.
Social workers are responsible for conducting assessments, making referrals to
treatment programs and social service providers, as well as working with attorneys
and other staff to address client needs during and after the legal case concludes.
The Lead Social Worker must have strong organizational and leadership skills,
excellent time management, an ability to work collaboratively, and a thorough
knowledge of issues related to criminal justice involvement for poor and under-
served populations. ONLY LCSW APPLICANTS WILL BE CONSIDERED.

* Managing a team of three Licensed Graduate Social Workers and several Social
Work Interns;

* Crisis Intervention;

* Writing psychosocial assessments;

* Assisting with client-attorney communication;

* Providing supportive counseling to clients and their families;

* Connecting clients with a wide variety of social services and benefits;

* Advocating for and appearing on behalf of clients in Criminal Court and Family;

* Writing mitigation memoranda for judges and prosecutors;

» Visiting clients at jail facilities, as well as treatment programs; and

* Cultivating relationships with community programs and social service providers.

Education, Experience and other Qualifications:

* Masters in Social Work from an accredited Graduate School of Social Work and
LCSW certification;

» A demonstrated interest working with clients with criminal justice system
contacts who often have histories of trauma, issues related to substance abuse,
as well as and are experiencing mental illness;

* Excellent interpersonal and communication skills;

* Strong written advocacy skills; and
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We encourage all qualified applicants to apply without regard to age, color, national origin, disability, race, religion, creed,
gender, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity and/or expression.
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* Bilingual ability is strongly desired but not required (Spanish/English)
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